DOES  THE  NAME  REALLY  MATTER?


Financial institutions like banks think that the name matters because they are not in the habit of cashing checks with the wrong name on them.  Husbands think the name matters because they certainly do not want their wives wearing the name of some other man.  And wives definitely think the name matters because we know what would happen if her husband were to call her by another woman’s name.  Then why, when it comes to the Lord and his church, do people seem to think that the name is not very important, that the name does not matter?


According to the Bible, the name really does matter when it comes to salvation, because God’s word says, “Neither is there salvation in any other:  for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved”(Acts 4:12).  The name matters also when it comes to worship, because “God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name:  that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow” (Philippians 2:9-10).  And the name matters when it comes to the authority by which we are to order our lives since Paul says “And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus” (Colossians 3:17).


In the Old Testament God foretold a number of details in regard to his coming kingdom, which of course is the church (Matthew 16:18-19).  One of those prophecies involved the new name by which the Lord would call his people:  “And thou shalt be called by a new name, which the mouth of the Lord shall name” (Isaiah 62:2).  There can be no doubt that the new name foretold by scripture was that which we read about in Acts 11:26:  “And the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch.”  It is in this name that God’s children are to glorify their heavenly Father (1 Peter 4:16).  Is it really any surprise then that the Lord would also name the church as a group after his Son as well?  “The churches of Christ salute you” (Romans 16:16).  Remember, it was Christ who spoke the words, “Upon this rock I will build my church” (Matthew 16:18).  And so the words “My church” in this verse make it Christ’s church, or the church of Christ.


For a long time it has amazed me that people who claim to follow the Bible have absolutely no problem identifying themselves religiously by names not even found in the Bible, or belonging to a church whose name cannot be found in the Bible.  It’s like they’ve never read Proverbs 30:6, “Add thou not unto his words, lest he reprove thee and thou be found a liar,” or Revelation 22:18, “If any man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book.”  When we named our two daughters, we did so for a reason, expecting that people  would honor our selection in calling them by the names they were given.  The heavenly Father has given his people a name, and mankind has no right to come along and change the divinely selected name.  Yes, there really is something in a name.
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